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1. Subjoot baa recently approached thta offloo through C- ^ia 
an effort to ostabUah a oonUct botwoon a group of Latvian# locally who 
. are representatives of the Latvian Central Council and the Americans* 

The group, he reports, ie that lie tod in referenoe (a) above, and hae 
been ccammnly referred to in ite early stages ae the "Tepfer Group". 

For additional background lnforaadLon concerning this group, the following 
information furnished bj ^j ie being eet forth. 

■In the summer of 1943 there was formed in Latvia an underground 
resistance movement with the purpose of opposing both German and 
Russian occupatlona of Latvia and of striding to regain Latvia* a 
independence. The initiators of this movement belonged to different 
Latvian political parties) practically all parties, with the exception 
of the extreme left and right wing groups, ware represented in it. 

Of the Social-Democrat*, Hrssrs*£u^alnln|t V. Bastjanis, F* 
'■\4Sielena, Dr. Paula Kalnins, of tfirWBWlH^Rnter - Professor 
. Konstantins Cakste, J* Breikae, General Tepfers, and of the 
Farmer's Union - A. Alive participated in it, to mention only the 
largest parties. The organisation was headed by Prof. Cakste and, 

♦ after bid arrestatico by the Germane, by General Tepfers* Already 
before the formal establishment of the organisation, the movement 
which was known under the name of the Latvian National "Council sent 
one of ite adherents, Nr. Leonids Sillns, to Sweden in order to 
establish oootacts with the Latvian Legations abroad end in general 
uith Latvians residing outside the reach of both the Germans and 

ths Russians* 

■In 1944 when the entire territory of Latvia was under £he menace 
• of the second Russian occupation, the aforementioned Council decided 
that arrangements should be made for the transfer to Sweden of 
personsMth their faniliee/who badjarticuUrOy- actively participated 
in the underground movement and acooont there of were most certainly 
liable to be persecuted by the Soviet authorities after the country's 
second occupation by the Russians* Slnoe the Latvians in Sweden . 
and other foreign oountriee practically lacked any means for the 
. . financing of the transfers. Hr* Sillns oontacted Swedish Intelligence 
Service officials who, against compensation in the. form of infot^- 
mation about conditions in German-occupied Latvia, gave come aaeietance 
in organising boat trip* to Utvia, the purpoae^of which was to 

* make more detailed arrangements for the- planned transfers. 
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*In the spring or early summer o f 1944 the transfer mov em ent received- 
the unexpected but welcome old from an American official who was 
charged with organising the rescue of persons wbos life was threatened 
primarily in the German occupied countries. Through the services 
of a prominent Latvian in Sweden, the American official placed some 
funds at the disposal of the Latvian group which was preparing the 
aforesaid transfers. This money permitted to biqr a few boats and 
to pay tbs crews of tbs boats.* Hr. Silins took a moat active part 
in the refugee transfer traffic which in Latvia was supervised - as 
far as this could be dons in tbs chaotic conditions prevailing in 
Latvia, specifically Courlaad, in' tbs summer and fall of 1944 - 
by General 7. Tepfers. 

•At present, the Latvian national Council, is unofficially functioning 
in Sweden, its chairman being nop Hr. Bruio Kalnlris. 

•During the period of refugee transfers from Courland, the Council 
was at times also referred to as the group of General Tepfers and 
for brevit'e sake it will be called so hereinafter. It may be 
mentioned that the interest of the competent Swedish authorities 
' in gmlntaining contact with this group gradually diminished since 
no direct and reliable news could be obtained from Latvia after 
/ the country 9 s occupation by the Russians. Contact with Latvia bad, 
namely, boen cut off* t , , , — 

order to resume each contact, individual members of this group, 
headed by Assistant Professor Dr. 7. Gin tors and financed by Pastor 
J. SvUde, organised a trip to Latvia. The men who went to Latvia 
In a boat were Karlls Suits, Eduards Andemsons and 1st Lieutenant 
Sfcdts. The trip was mads with tbs tacit consent of tbs Swedish 
authorities* Tbs money was supplied by Swedish church circles. 

Contacts with Latvia vers established. The wireless operators In 
Sweden were Karlls Arlns and fruoo Lssins* Karlls Smite and S. 

Anderson*, are editing sines their arrival in Latvia, but List. Smite 
was maintaining tbs (contact. The group lacks financial means and 
therefore the oontact is maintained as a natter of fact, only Irregularly 
nor c#n the group furnish their awn in Latvia material aid." 

2# The Latvian Central Council at present consists of practically 
the same members as those listed In reference (a). However, the honorary 
president has oeen changed from Bruno Kalnlna to Archbishop Bancant. 

This change has been made due to the fact that Kalnlna in 1940 and 41 
was an organiser 0 f the, Latvian army and cooperated to a limited extent • j 
with the Germans* According to subject, Kalnlna later changed his sen- 
timents and was in direct opposition. He is, therefore* considered to 
have compromise^ himself and this, fact might be dstermental to tny effort 
on behalf of the 'Latvian Central Council to* unify local Latvian elements, 

3* Concerning the subject personally, the following information 
was obtained from a personal interview wit hi \ Subject is a Latvian 

citissn, born 12 Hay 1916. He was formerly «n M$loyee of the Latvian 
telegraph agency in Bigs and is a graduate of the Latvian University* 

He has also attcoded schools in feglaad and has travelled extensively 
Her speaks fluent fttgllttff Swedish, Russian and Latvian. On 22 July 1943, 
he oama to Sweden witb^a grbup of Latvian' Refugees. Open arrival, he 
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organised the Latvian relief ooandtbee and acted as its secretary until 
1945* Pro* 1943 to April 1945# he made ten clandestine trips by boat 
to Latvia to evacuate refugees, and since that tine has also taken an 
active role in the activities of the Latvian Central Council, serving 
mainly as a liaison officer between Mahers of positive section of the 
Swedish General Staff and the Council, As a reou A of tide liaison, he 
has in tbs past received tacit approval of Swedish to undertake the 
evacuation of refugees as veil as tbs set up of a radio contact with 
Latvia for intelligence purposes. On the. radio contact he baa dealt 
chiefly with the Swedish Staff representative a Eoeenthal and Hepling, 
who are believed to be ambers of the Swedish cryptoanalysis unit, FRA. 
According to subject^ the Swedes have in the past been .very cooperative, 
but ha^e recently oooled on condoning clandestine Latvian operations 
due to the fact that the Lukins Group set up radio operations with Latvia 
without Swedish approval. 

4* Subjects present interest, in contacting us is to secure our morel 
end financial sup po r t 14 carrying on operations of a clandestine nature, 
with or without the knowledge of the Swedes. The Swedes have apparently 
controlled quite strictly the Latvian operations in tbs past end have 
copies of all tbs codes utilised for clandestine tranmission. Subject 
was informed that tbs Amrleans wars not interested in conducting such 
operations and, tbsrefore,,oould not give hla an enco u ragement at the 
present time. It was agreed, how e ver, that should* be or his group possess 
or corns in possession of any information which they deemed might be of 
Hofcer >st to the Americans, it could be given to Cracker to* be passed 
onward, and if *at aooa future time the Americans ware Interested in such 
operations, that he (the subject) would be contacted. 

5. Subject is residing at Sisgrrledsvagen 25, 2nd floor, Aspudden, 
near Stockholm, and is alloyed with the Swedish Post Office in Stockholm. 
It Is -not believed the subject or his group oould be of any operational 
interact to us at tbs present time due to the fact that they have largely 
c om p ro m ised themselves through unsuccessfully attempted operations in 

the past resulting in very close control and supervision by the Swedish ' 
authorities. Fpr tbs present, at Isaat, any contact with sufeieet vill 
be conducted through Cracker for security reasons, end after) 1 

depature subject will have no knowledge as to the identity o f «i^ m> 
our other representative In Stockholm. 

6. On 15 September 1947 ~~f reported that flmeooguy and a group 

of ooborta ware to leave this weak on an expedition to the Baltic t. 

Thie expedition la reputedly self-financed by the Group and la not well 
equipped. They are said to have tbe^paalve acquiescence of the local 
. authorities. Vs, of course, ere not' Involved in any way In the expedition, 
but will keep in contact with the group to tee if they have any success. 
Vhile this group is not Identical with the Silins group, the information 
is being included, in this dispatch because it ooncems Baltic nationals 
and, if true. Indicates the attitude of the local authorities as regards 
such expeditions.* This is a little unusual because of the quite severe 
critidmn that they have received for allowing so-called “anti-Soviet* 
actions on the port of Baltic refugees to continue in Sweden. 
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